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cause it is God. Or say, rather, God is Truth. All else is unreal and
false.   Other things, therefore, can be true only in a relative sense.
He, therefore, who understands truth, follows nothing but
truth in thought, speech and action, comes to know God and gains
the seer's vision of the past, the present and the future. He attains
moksha though still encased in the physical frame.
If we get one single person, before the 31st of December, who
would practise truth to such perfection, swaraj should be ours this
very day.
Some of us are no more than satya-agrahis, those, in other
words, who aspire to follow truth scrupulously, but they hardly
succeed in doing so even in the limited sphere of speech. We thus
see that observance of the vow of truth is no easy matter.
A friend remarked: "You have taken the vow of truth; and yet
you misread the telegram from Mr. Das1 so as to interpret it in
your favour and announced Bengal's contribution to be 25 lakhs
instead of what it was, 15 lakhs. Were you not, in this case, guilty
of a subtle form of untruth?" I did not deliberately interpret the
telegram in my favour. I am not in the habit of reading meanings
which suit me. But I was certainly hasty in interpreting the tele-
gram. It was received late at night after 12. I state this fact not
by way of extenuation but to show that truth must shine as bright-
ly as ever even when one has mounted the gallows. He who
yearns to follow the truth at all times and under all conditions must
not be guilty of such haste. One who always follows truth is never
guilty of untruth in word or deed even unknowingly. In fact such
a person becomes incapable of acting in this manner. According
to this definition, I certainly lapsed from truth.
My only consolation is that I never claim anything beyond a
sincere endeavour to keep the vow of truth. It never happens that
I tell a lie deliberately. I do not remember having deliberately
told a lie any time in my life, except on one occasion when I
cheated my revered father. It has become part of my nature to
speak the truth and act in accordance with truth. But it is impos-
sible for me to claim that truth, which I perceive but dimly, has
become part of my life. I am not beyond indulgence in uncon-<
scious exaggeration or self-praise or taking interest in describing
my achievements. There is a shade of untruth in all these and they
will not stand the test of truth. A life wholly filled with the spirit
of truth should be clear and pure as crystal. Untruth cannot sur-
vive even for a moment in the presence of such a person. No one
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